


TAKE-AWAYS

❖ More things influence health than most folks think.

❖ All policy is health policy. 

❖ You don’t have to be a health professional to improve 
your community's health.
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HOW HEALTHY IS 
WISCONSIN?



TOP CAUSES OF DEATH
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TOP CAUSES OF DEATH – DRILLING DOWN
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TOP STATEWIDE HEALTH PRIORITIES:
WISCONSIN HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLANNING PROCESS

❖ Tobacco

❖ Nutrition and Physical Activity

❖ Alcohol Abuse

❖ Opioid Abuse

❖ Suicide 

❖ Adverse Childhood Experiences (cross-cutting theme)
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SMOKING AMONG WISCONSIN ADULTS AGES 18-64, BY DISABILITY STATUS,
2008-2011

Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Behavioral Risk Factor Survey (BRFS); 2008-2011 landline-only dataset.
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Neighborhood environment of  children less than 18 years of  age, by race/ethnicity, 

Wisconsin, 2011-2012

Source: 2011-2012 National Survey of Children's Health. 

*Neighborhoods that include all four of these amenities. Data were not available for other races.
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SUICIDE RISK DURING PAST 12 MONTHS AMONG WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS, BY SEXUAL MINORITY STATUS, 2007-2011

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).
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WHAT FACTORS LEAD TO 
HEALTH?

To improving how long and how 

well people live:

- Improve health behaviors

- Improve clinical care

-
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WHAT FACTORS LEAD TO 
HEALTH?

To improve how long and how well 

people live:

- Improve health behaviors

- Improve clinical care

- Improve social and economic 

conditions

- Improve physical environment
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HEALTHY PEOPLE  HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
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Speaker: Katya/Satya
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All Policy is Health Policy.
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Median age by county, Wisconsin, 2010

Source: U.S. Census, 2010.
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HEALTH CONCERNS AND RESPONSES WILL DIFFER: 
AGE DISTRIBUTION FOR 3 GREEN TIER COMMUNITIES

Bayfield Fitchburg Port Washington

Age 0-4

Age 80+
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ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION
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SAFE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
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HEALTHY 
AFFORDABLE 
FOOD

28



SAFE SUSTAINABLE WATER
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TAKE-AWAYS

❖ More things influence health than most folks think.

❖ All policy is health policy. 

❖ You don’t have to be a health professional to 
improve your community's health.
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LINKS TO ADDITIONAL REPORTS AND RESOURCES

Healthiest Wisconsin 2020, State Plan, Baseline Report, Health Disparities Report: 
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hw2020/

University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute, publications: 

 Opportunities to Make Wisconsin the Healthiest State 

 Health of Wisconsin Report Card

 Wisconsin Health Trends

 What Works for Health

 What Works for Rural Health

 And more…

http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/publications/index.htm

County Health Rankings & Roadmaps

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/

Get Facts WI:

http://www.getfacts.wisc.edu/

Links
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